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eenth-century bishop, Tikhon Zadonsky. As early as 1870
he wrote to Maikov, "I intend to make Tikhon Zadonsky
the central character of my new novel."
After the death of little Aliosha, Anna Grigorievna urged
her husband to accompany Soloviov to Optina Pustin, hoping
the change of scene would have a beneficial effect on Feodor
Mikhailovich, all the more so because he had always wished
to visit this monastery, where Gogol, Leontiev, and Tolstoy
had taken refuge. Dostoevsky followed his wife's advice, and
after a short stay in Moscow, the two friends took the train
to Sergeevo. The remaining fifty miles they traveled in a
coach that jolted them over stony paths and after two days
brought them to Optina Pustin. The monks received them
cordially and the starets Ambrosius granted Dostoevsky
two private interviews. This visit supplied him with details
for the character of Zosima in The Brothers Karamazov.
It should be noted that as early as 1877, one 7ear before
his trip to Optina Pustin, Dostoevsky had visited Darovoe,
his father's estate, its woods and ravine, and the village of
Cheremashny. He had chatted with the wrinkled old peas-
ants who had once- been his playmates, and laughed with
them, refreshing his inspiration at its very source.
Yet, his work on his new book proved more arduous than
that on any of his previous novels. He did not want to botch
this book which was to be his crowning production. But
he feared that age had weakened his creative ability, that
sickness had distorted his memory, and that he would die
before he had said everything.
"I have noticed," he writes, "that the more I advance, the
harder it is for me to work. . . ." In a letter to his wife, he
said: "I think constantly of my death ... and I wonder
what I will leave to the children and you." But his driving